THE SON OF GOD

Satan, but to men. Satan was a part of the story he
accepted as the starting-point of his poem. In the
drama as originally planned Satan was to have played
quite a subordinate part, appearing only once, though
wehearof him through others. From tradition Milton
only knew that Satan fell through fride. He was free
like the old Miracle Playwrights or the Dutch poet
Vondel to interpret and present that act of pride as
he chose. In accordance with the rationalistic Arianism
to which he had drifted, he chose to make the occa-
sion the proclamation of the Son as God's Vicegerent:

This day have I begot whom I declare
My only Son.1

1 I do not think that this can, as Dr. Saurat takes it (EngL Trans,
p. 119), refer to the creation of the Son, who would thus be younger than
the Angels good and evil, whereas Abdiel later speaks of the Son as him

by whom

As by his Word the mighty Father made
All things, ev'n thee and all the spirits of Heav'n
By him created in thir bright degrees,
CrownM them with glory, and to thir Glory nam*d
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers,

a doctrine which Satan disputes, claiming to he

self-begot, Self rais'd
By our own quick'ning powerj

but he does not claim that the Son is a later-begotten being. Milton in the
De Doctrina carefully distinguishes between two senses of the word 'genera-
tion* or 'begot' (genuisse) as used by the Father of the Son, the one proper,
the other metaphorical, *nempe vel producendo, vel exaltando*, which
'theologians have confounded*. Of the Creation of the Son, he declares,
the Scriptures tell us only that it was 'ante mundum conditum% not that
it was eternal. 'The other passages', he continues, 'which are cited refer
only to the metaphorical generation, t^,, his resurrection from the dead
or his anointing to the functions of a Mediator.* He refers again to
Heb. i. 5, Tor to which of the Angels said he ever, Thou art my Sou, this
day have I begotten thee*, where Milton says, Me exaltatione supra
Angelos*. He goes on to give examnks of its use in reference to the Priest-
hood of Christ and to the Kingship of Christ. It is in thb metaphorical
sense, I tfrink, that we must take the lines:

Hear all ye Angels, Progeny of Light,

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers,

Hear my Decree, which rarevok't shall stand.
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